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these points he spoke with an earnestness derived fronr his keen
interest in the subject.
On the subject of the Police charges, Pherozeshah avoided all
reference to the much-vexed question of the liability of the Corpora-
tion which was then pending before the Secretary of State. It had
given rise to a great deal of bitterness between the Government and
the Municipality, both of whom had shown themselves unbending in
their attitude. Not until the unhappy arrangement made under the
Act of 1888, by which the Corporation had to shoulder three-fourths
of the cost of maintaining the City Police, was modified in 1907,
and the Corporation was freed from the liability for Police charges
in return for taking over the full responsibility for the provision of
primary education and medical relief, did the squabbles between the
two bodies come to an end. On the present occasion, Pherozeshah
confined himself to a few Items of the contribution sought to be
levied from the Corporation, He objected to the latter being held
responsible for any portion of the cost of maintaining the Police for
functions which did not strictly form part of their legitimate duties.
His view was that, so long as the Government held that the rights
and privileges which the Corporation enjoyed must be strictly cons-
trued according to the law, the Corporation should strenuously resist
any burdens which were not expressly cast upon it by the Act.
The next subject on which Pherozeshah dwelt had reference to
the eternal question of the separation of judicial from executive
fuixtions. Lord Dufferin had declared the Congress proposals in this
behalf to be "a counsel of perfection," and they had been blessed
with the approval of more than one Secretary of State for India, and
had been endorsed in a closely-reasoned contribution on the subject
by no less an authority than Sir Richard Garth. But counsels of
perfection are often long in being adopted; what is theoretically
sound is too frequently condemned as being impossible In practice.
la the present instance, when all other arguments were exhausted,
die advocates of the reform were confronted with the question of
cost In the speech in question, Pherozeshah briefly outlined a
scfoeme* which he urged would actually result in economy. He would
do away with the criminal jurisdiction of Assistant Collectors and'
ho, according to him, were devoting only a very